The American Pageant Chapter 19 Reading Guide

Vocabulary

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

The Impending Crisis of the South

New England Emigrant Aid Company

Lecompton Constitution

Bleeding Kansas

Dred Scott v. Sandford

Panic of 1857

Tariff of 1857

Lincoln-Douglas debates

Freeport question

Freeport Doctrine

Harpers Ferry

Constitutional Union Party

Confederate States of America

Crittenden amendments

Reading Questions

1. What literary works did Harriet Beecher Stowe and Hinton R. Helper write?  What was the main idea of each work, and how did each inflame passions in the United States?

2. How did abolitionists and Southerners contribute to increased tension in Kansas in 1854-1855?

3. What was the controversy over the voting for the members of the first territorial legislature in Kansas in 1855?

4. What was John Brown’s role in Kansas?

5. How did the proslavery advocates in the Kansas government use the Lecompton Constitution as a trick?

6. How did Buchanan and Douglas respond to the Lecompton Constitution?  

7. What were the lasting results of Buchanan and Douglas’ actions?

8. Explain the incident between Charles Sumner and Preston Brooks that occurred in the United States Senate.  What did Sumner do to make Brooks mad?  How did Brooks respond?

9. Who were the three candidates in the Election of 1856 and what parties did they represent? Who wins?

10. Why did many northerners vote for Buchanan in the 1856 presidential election?

11. March 6, 1857, the Supreme Court issues the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision.  What is the background of the case?  What did the Supreme Court decide, and what was the reasoning?

12. What did the Supreme Court have to say about the Missouri Compromise in the Dred Scott decision?

13. What were the major causes of the panic of 1857?  Which region was most successful during the panic?

14. What was the northern solution to the panic of 1857, especially as it relates to agriculture and land policy?

15. What had Congress done about tariffs prior to the panic of 1857, and how did Northerners react to the tariff issue during the panic?

16. Who were the two candidates (and their parties) in the 1858 Illinois Senate election?

17. The debate at Freeport was the most famous of the 1858 Illinois Senate debates.  What was the important question Lincoln asked at this debate?  How did Douglas respond, in what came to be known as the Freeport Doctrine?

18. What were the lasting impacts of the Illinois Senate election of 1858 for both Lincoln and Douglas?

19. What happened at Harper’s Ferry in 1859, and what was the Northern and Southern reaction?

20. What happened at the Charleston and Baltimore conventions for the Democrat party in 1860?
21. Who are the four candidates for president in 1860, and what is the platform for each of the candidates and their parties?  (Four parties are: Republicans, northern Democrats, southern Democrats, and Constitutional Union)

22. What do the election results from 1860 tell us about the state of the Union at that point?

23. Who wins the election of 1860?  Why was the South not in terrible shape in the government after that election?

24. What were the first seven states to secede from the United States and form the Confederate States of America in the winter of 1860-1861?

25. How did Buchanan respond to the secession of seven states?  Why does the text suggest this happened?

26. What was the last-ditch effort at compromise proposed by John Crittenden of Kentucky?  What is Lincoln’s response to the proposed compromise?

27. In the section, Farewell to the Union, why did many Southerners feel that secession was their only option left?  How does self-determination play a role in this decision?
