The American Pageant Chapter 18 Reading Questions

Vocabulary

Popular sovereignty

Free Soil party

California gold rush

Underground Railroad

Seventh of March speech

Compromise of 1850

Fugitive Slave Law

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty

Ostend Manifesto

Opium War

Treaty of Wanghia

Treaty of Kanagawa

Gadsden Purchase

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Reading Questions

1. What is the doctrine of popular sovereignty?  Who is credited as being the father of the doctrine?

2. In the 1848 presidential election, who were the Whig, Democrat, and Free Soil candidates?

3. What were the main ideas of the Free Soil party?  What groups of people joined their ranks?

4. How did the gold rush transform California?

5. Explain how each of the following issues posed a potential problem for the United States in 1850: potential admission of California as a free state, Texas and New Mexico, District of Columbia, and Underground Railroad

6. In response to the Underground Railroad, what type of new and stronger law did Southerners want?

7. What three Senators that had played a big role in 19th Century politics give speeches about the Compromise of 1850?  What was the main idea of each of their speeches?

8. In the debate over the Compromise of 1850, the Young Guard in the North emerges as a political force.  William Seward, one of their more notable members, gave an important speech.  What was his speech about, and what nickname did he get because of the speech?
9. What event that happens in 1850 made it easier for the Compromise to pass?

10. What were the concessions (what did each side get) in the Compromise of 1850?

11. What was the most alarming part of the Compromise to Northerners?  What were the details of the new law?

12. What two candidates run for the Whigs and Democrats in the 1852 presidential election?  Who wins?

13. What is the major significance of the aftermath of the election of 1852?

14. What is the significance of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty?

15. What were William Walker’s goals in Nicaragua in the 1850s?  How does he try to achieve these goals?

16. What is the importance of the Ostend Manifesto?

17. In the 1850s, the United States begins to interact with Asia in a major way for the first time.  What is the importance of the Treaty of Wanghia with China?

18. What did Commodore Matthew Perry do in 1852-1854, and what is the importance of the Treaty of Kanagawa?
19. Why did the United States buy the Gadsden Purchase from Mexico for $10 million in 1853?

20. In response to the Gadsden Purchase, many Northerners felt that Nebraska should be officially organized into a territory.  What is Stephen A. Douglas’ solution to the whole problem?  (Make sure you get the details of this solution.  Does Douglas have any personal interest in this debate?

21. What law does the Kansas-Nebraska Act have to overturn?  What is the reaction to this in the North?

22. How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act drive the wedge between the sections of the country even deeper?  

23. What did the passing of the Kansas-Nebraska Act do to the Democrats?

24. What new party is going to arise due to the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  Who makes up the members of this party?

25. MOST IMPORTANTLY, ABOVE ALL ELSE, MAKE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND HOW THE EVENTS OF THIS CHAPTER LED TO THE SECTIONAL DIVIDE IN THE UNITED STATES BEING BLOWN WIDE OPEN.

