The Simpsons & Prohibition

Basic Information: During the 1920s, the United States implemented a nationwide ban on alcohol. First we will read 12 facts about this ban – called Prohibition.  Then we will watch an episode of the Simpsons that describes Prohibition and look for at least 5 facts that the episode shows accurately. 
	Fact About Prohibition
	Put a Check Mark Next to 5+ Facts The Simpsons Shows Accurately

	1. The temperance movement began in the 1840s, and some cities and states (such as Maine) banned alcohol as early as the 1850s.
	

	2. The 18th amendment outlawed the sale and production of alcohol -- but not the consumption of alcohol.  
	

	3. Women and religious groups -- such as the Women's Christian Temperance Union -- were key supporters.
	

	4. Prohibition was most popular in the south, midwest, and west. 
	

	5. Prohibition was least popular in big cities, especially among immigrant groups.
	

	6. Prohibition increased the price of alcohol. Additional costs related to the secret production and transportation of alcohol were passed on to the consumer.
	

	7. Many bars and saloons were replaced by "speakeasies", which required knowledge of a password (spoken softly, or "easily") to enter. 
	

	8. Prohibition probably reduced the total amount of alcohol consumed in the United States. 
	

	9. Prohibition increase consumption of hard alcohol (in contrast to beer), since it took up less space and was thus easier to transport.
	

	10. Some Americans began making their own alcohol, such as home brew or bathtub gin, during Prohibition.
	

	11. Prohibiton led to an increase in organized crime, since it created potential profits for those willing to risk producing, transporting, and/or selling alcohol.
	

	12. The 21st amendment, passed in 1933, overturned the 18th amendment and left decisions regarding alcohol up to individual states and cities.  Mississippi did not repeal prohibition until 1966. Some cities and counties today remain "dry" counties -- alcohol cannot be sold, though it can be consumed in private settings.
	


