Was the Kennedy Assassination a Conspiracy? 
Directions: Read the list of facts below. For each, write down whether it suggests the Kennedy assassination was a conspiracy ( C ) or not a conspiracy (NC). 

	Fact
	C or NC?

	1. The Cuban government under Fidel Castro may have wanted revenge on President Kennedy for attempted overthrow of Castro in the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion, and also for another plot to assassinate Castro.  Castro said that if an agent was hired to kill him, then he could hire someone to kill the President. 
	

	2. The mafia, including Jimmy Hoffa, was very upset with the Kennedys for their blacklist consisting of the most wanted mobsters. Hoffa expressed violent hatred for the Kennedy family and wanted all of them dead. Jack Ruby, who killed Lee Harvey Oswald, was known to have mafia ties. 
	

	3. The mafia and Cubans supposedly had motives to kill President Kennedy. A lot of people had a motive to kill him, but that doesn’t mean they did kill them. 
	

	4. On November 20, 1963, Jack Ruby’s waitress overheard Jack Ruby and Lee Harvey Oswald talking about assassinating President Kennedy.  She was later thrown from a car and hospitalized. 
	

	5. Eyewitnesses say they heard three shots, two of which were less than a second apart. It would have taken Oswald about 3 to 4 seconds between shots.
	

	6. A film taken of the assassination shows that two of the shots were fired only two frames apart and each frame is 1/18 of a second. This is much too fast for one gunman to fire two shots. 
	

	7. Four experts analyzed two large bullet fragments found in Kennedy’s car, the bullet found on the governor of Texas’s stretcher (the governor was riding with Kennedy at the time of the shooting), and three cartridge cases found in the Texas Book Depository from which Oswald fired.  They determined that Oswald’s rifle fired the bullets that struck Kennedy and the governor.  
	

	8. An investigation of the assassination (created by the Warren Commission) concluded that Oswald fired all three shots – the first one missed, the second one hit Kennedy in the throat and then the Texas governor, and the third hit Kennedy in the head.

	

	Fact
	C or NC?

	9. The second bullet appeared mysteriously on the Texas governor’s stretcher after the shooting. The doctor involved felt it might have been “planted” on the stretcher. 
	

	10. This bullet was supposed to have gone through Kennedy’s throat, entering the governor’s back and shattering one of his ribs, continuing through his arm striking the radial bone, and ending with a fragment entering his right thigh.  All this and the bullet was basically undamaged – magic!  
	

	11. A bullet which is slowed down, such as a bullet that had entered and exited Kennedy’s body and then entered the governor’s body, is less likely to be damaged.
	

	12. Testing on the magic bullet and bullet fragments found in the governor’s leg showed they were chemically identical. 
	

	13. Kennedy and the governor were not in a straight line, so for a single bullet to have hit them both, the bullet would have had to change directions. 
	

	14. The FBI restaged the assassination and concluded that a single bullet could have inflicted all the wounds if the president was leaning slightly forward and downward, and if the governor was leaning slightly backward and to the left. 
	

	15. Experts have done tests shooting bullets through gelatin, which is similar to human flesh.  The bullets tend to change direction. 
	

	16. A film taken at the time shows Kennedy’s head snapping backwards when the fatal shot hit.  
	

	17. Experts conducted a test in which they fired a shot into a skull filled with fake brain matter that was set on top of a ladder. They used a rifle similar to Oswald’s rifle and the same angle and distance as in the assassination. Despite the rear entrance, the skull was blown backwards, just as Kennedy’s head had been. 
	

	18. Eyewitnesses said they heard shots and saw a puff of smoke from the direction of the grassy knoll.
	

	19. Footprints and cigarette butts in the grassy knoll just mean that someone was watching the motorcade from that spot. It doesn’t mean that a murderer was there. 
	


Based on all of the information above, was the Kennedy assassination a conspiracy?



YES




NO

Put a * next to the 2-3 pieces of evidence that were most important in making your decision. 
What additional information, if any, would make you more confident about your answer? 
